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Lima, January 13th 2009 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
I wish to inform you about an emblematic case of struggle against torture that 
human rights organizations have been working on in Peru. It is about the case 
known as “Majaz Mining” and is currently under investigation; and in spite of the 
difficulties to obtain information which should be given by the Peruvian State, it 
is making progress and has new evidence. 
 
We are very interested in communicating to your outstanding the importance of 
an in-depth investigation of these facts that indicate both absence of control of 
the order forces on behalf of the Government and also the difficulty to judicialize 
cases like this one. Continuously – and with the experience of presenting several 
cases before national and international instances – we have encountered serious 
difficulties and even the refusal of military and police institutions to deliver 
information to civilian authorities (and judicial), situation we are aware of and 
that is also occurring with this case. 
 
So we urge you to closely follow the events related to this important case and if it 
is possible, to express regarding the need of an in-depth investigation of the facts 
as well as to prevent in the future that cases like this will not be repeated(1). 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ronald Gamarra Herrera 
Executive Secretary 
Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dhperu.org/
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PS1: Attached is an executive summary of the case. 
 
PS2: For more information about the case please contact Mrs. Mar Perez responsible of 
ESCR area: marperez@dhperu.org, and to Mr. Ricardo Berjon: rberjon@dhperu.org in 
charge of press and to Mr. Victor Alvarez: valvarez@dhperu.org in charge of the legal 
area. Also you can check our institutional blog: http://blog.dhperu.org. 
 
 
 
(1) According to the last report of the People’s Ombudsman (Report 139, published in 
December 2008), between January 2003 and October 2008, there have been 530 registered 
complaints for alleged torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment attributed to 
order forces. Most of them in Lima, Junin, Ayacucho, Cusco and Huancavelica 
departments. In 77.2% of the cases the national police is responsible for these cases (409), 
while 22.8% is attributed to the Armed Forces (121 cases). 
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Executive Summary 
“Majaz” Case 

 
 
The facts occurred in August 1st 2005 as a result of an environmental social conflict1 
originated by extractive mining activities in the land of the communities of Yanta in 
Ayabaca, and Segunda y Cajas in Huancabamba, in Piura, northern part of the country, 
which affects the lives of the peasants in the zone. That day the peasants were harshly 
repressed by the National Police, when they tried to reach the facilities of the mining 
camp called Henry’s Hill, to dialogue with the mining company, after a sacrifice march of 
two days. This camp was protected by two police posts and additionally by 400 policemen. 
During the repression against the peasants, Mr. Melanio Garcia is killed, the repression 
was marked by the excessive use of force, and where firearms where used, tear gas aimed 
at the body, etc. Although the case is under investigation, it all seems to indicate that Mr. 
Garcia was tortured before been killed.2
 
In the confusion many peasants escaped while others were chased by the policemen 
several of which were detained on the road or in the zone that had slept the night before, 
several hours walking distance from the camp Henry’s Hill. In total 28 peasants are 
detained among them two women, they all where transferred to the camps facilities.  
 
In this place, the mining camp Henry’s Hill, the torture both physical and psychological 
occurs, and the women are victims of sexual violence. While they were confined, the 
detainees remained tied, hooded (with sacks over their head and torso, having difficulty to 
breathe and no vision at all) and out in the open in a tropical zone (insects). Among the 
torture actions we can highlight: 
 
 

1. Beating with the weapons, instruments, kicking, punching; including both women. 
This caused, besides hematomas, bruises and bleeding, a broken jawbone of at least 
one of the victims. 

2. Remaining tied in forced positions during long periods of time. Besides, of being 
forced to walk on a dangerous and rough surface (steep, mountain zone) with no 

                                                           
1 The Rio Blanco Mining Project of Minera Majaz SA (currently Rio Blanco S.A.), develops in the provinces 
of Huancabamba and Ayabaca, in Piura region, Peru’s northern border, occupying great part of the land of 
peasant communities of: Yanta and Segunda y Cajas. Before serious denunciations of juridical irregularities 
since the beginning of their exploration operations, and not counting with the consent of 2/3 of the votes in 
favor of the community members according to law – matter pointed out by the People’s Ombudsman in their 
Report 001-2006/ASPMAMA – this zone has been marked continuously by social conflicts and protests of 
great part of the population of the zone grouped in the “Defense Front of Peru’s Northern Border”. 
2 According to the Autopsy Protocol the body had the lungs damaged (perforation of the membrane that 
covers them and hemorrhage evidence in the superior part of the left lobe) and many external traumatic 
injuries. Likewise,  it presented “a wound of 4x1.3 cm long and wide diagonally along the left jawbone edge 
with the exposure of part of the inferior jawbone of the mentioned side; 3.5 cm diameter orifice in the left 
cervical region and another of 1x0.9 in the left paroepascular region, top third. These wounds caused an 
hypovolemic shock consequence of a facio cervical piercing wound produced by a fire arm”. Who saw the 
body point out that it had signs of whipping on the back and under the waist, buttocks and legs. 
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shoes and blindfolded. During this the victims tell having felt strong fear of being 
thrown over the cliff by the police staff. 

3. Asphyxia and trouble breathing as well as exposure to toxic products.3 

4. Prolonged exposure to cold and damp with little clothing, even wet in sierra zones. 
Including massive exposure to parasite insects. 

5. Deprivation of sleep and obliged to remain seated. 

6. Deprivation of water and food, during the first 24 hours of detainment. 

7. Deprivation of access to toilet facilities and general hygiene, obliged to perform 
their physiological processes in front of third persons. 

8. Death threats and greater physical aggressions, the prolongation of the detention, 
drug trafficking accusations and terrorism accusations, among other insults and 
humiliation. 

9. Sexual abuse, rape threats directed in general to men and women at the moment of 
detention. Both women kidnapped were threatened repeatedly of being raped and 
submitted to different kinds of sexual abuse like touching and blows to their sexual 
zones. 

10. Exposure to others torture. 

11. Forced partial nudity. 

12. Deprivation of sight. 

 
A day after the detention, on August 2nd 2005, Mr. Felix Toledo Leiva, Provincial 
Attorney of Huancabamba arrived to take the detainees statements. However, they 
remained hooded with the sacks, so most of them were not aware of the presence of the 
Attorney and delivered their statements directly before the police. The Attorney did not 
prove the evident signs of torture presented by the kidnapped persons, and he did not do 
anything about it. 
 
By August 3rd 2005, a group of detainees was transferred by helicopter to Jaen. They 
never told them where they were taking them. While they got on the helicopter a man in 
civilian clothes filmed and checked their names on a list. From Jaen they were taken to the 
city of Piura by bus. The rest of the detainees were transferred directly to the city of Piura 
by bus. They all then were interviewed again by the Attorney Mr. Felix Toledo Leiva. 
Likewise, in the facilities of the Direction for Criminal Investigation (DIVINCRI) the 
victims were recognized by a physician, who failed to mention the evident torture signs 
the kidnapped persons had, registering only some injuries minimizing the seriousness. 
 
This case has already been denounced by National Coordinator of Human Rights 
(CNDDHH) and the Ecumenical Foundation for Development and Peace (FEDEPAZ) 
and non governmental organizations with over 15 years of work promoting and defending 
                                                           
3 All the persons kidnapped coincide in pointing out that the police put a chemical on the bandages that 
covered their eyes, causing great itching when they tried to open them, as well as the irritation of skin and 
mucous. One of the detainees had serious injuries on the skin caused by this and in another case, was directly 
exposed to tear gas. 
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human rights, in July 2008, currently entering the process of investigation. In it the direct 
responsible persons for these facts were the Police4 officers in charge of the actions that 
day they deployed to repress but also those officers who were in service at the camp. 
Likewise, the Provincial Attorney of Huancabamba, Mr. Felix Toledo Leiva (5) for 
omission of duty of the criminal action and against the physician of the National Division 
against Crime who made the initial check on the victims for the crime of issuing a false 
medical certificate. Also we expect an investigation of the security staff and criminal 
responsibility of the workers of the Rio Blanco Mining Company regarding the tortures. 
 
 
 

                                                           
4 Those charged are the General of the National Police of Peru Ricardo Benavides, Chief of the First 
Territorial Direction of the National Police of Peru, responsible of maintaining the order in the conflict zone, 
who had under his custody the detainees in the miming camp until the night of August 3rd 2005: and the 
Captain of the National Police of Peru Marco Gonzales Santillan, Chief of the Police Detachment in “Henry’s 
Hill”, in charge of protecting the facilities of the Mining Company. 
5 Mr. Felix Toledo Leiva, former of the Mixed Provincial Attorney of Huancabamba. Today is serving 
sentence for corruption. 

  


